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Interpretation of lung biopsy results

MULTIDISCIPLINARY DISCUSSION



Data provided to the pathologist by the 
clinician at the time of biopsy

• The age and sex of the patient

• Duration of respiratory illness

• Immunocompetence of the patient

• Smoking history

• History of exposures to occupational or environmental agents 
(eg, asbestos, beryllium, silica, birds, diisocyanates, humidifier)



• Evidence for or against underlying connective tissue disease

• Radiographic findings including character, distribution, and time 
course of abnormalities

• Suspected clinical diagnosis, which will often lead to a more 
targeted search by the pathologist

• Detailed history of drug use (prescribed or illicit)






















